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Pope's peace doves attacked by crow and seagull 
Fate of white doves unclear after being released by children 
standing alongside pontiff in front of crowd in St Peter's 
Square 

 
Two children standing with Pope Francis release doves in St Peter's Square. Photograph: Claudio Peri/EPA 

Two white doves that were released as a peace gesture by children standing alongside Pope 
Francis were attacked by other birds. 

As tens of thousands of people watched in St Peter's Square on Sunday, a seagull and a large 
black crow swept down on the doves after they were set free from an open window of the 
Apostolic Palace. 

 
A seagull attacks a dove in St Peter's Square. Photograph: Gregorio Borgia/AP  
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One dove lost some feathers as it broke free from the gull. But the crow pecked repeatedly at the 
other dove. It was not clear what happened to the doves as they flew off. 

Speaking at the window beforehand, Francis appealed for peace in Ukraine, where anti-
government protesters have died. 

 

A crow chases a dove. Photograph: Gregorio Borgia/AP 

 

Directions 

Sometimes the universe delivers.  Last week’s AoW was quite lengthy so here is a short one.   

1. What’s up with these birds? 
2. What might Shakespeare say about the birds? 
3. How does this little scene from the Vatican relate to Macbeth in general, but to Act II sc. Iv in 

particular? 
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