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Rubric for Written Portion of Summer Project 
 

Requirement Unacceptable Poor Fair Good  Excellent 

Essay 
 
 
 
 
 

40 Points 
 
 
 

 
Essay fails to 
address the 

meaning of the 
Hawthorne 

quote. 
 
 

 
Essay 

attempts to 
address the 
Hawthorne 
quote using 

The Book 
Thief. 

 
Essay makes 

clear 
connections 

between texts. 
 

Essay is 
complete. 

 
Essay is well-
written and 
complete.  

 
Interesting 

connections and 
analysis. 

 
Essay is well-

written, 
articulate, and 

complete.   
 

Makes clear and 
compelling 

connections 
between texts. 

 
Quote Selection 
from The Book 

Thief in support 
of the essay 

 
10 Points 

 

 
Quote is not 

relevant to topic. 

 
Quote seems 
to be chosen 
at random; 
has limited 

connection to 
topic. 

 
Quote or 

quotes are 
relevant and 
meaningful. 

 
 

 
Quote or quotes 

are interesting and 
meaningful. 

 
Quote or quotes 
are important. 

 
Quote or 

quotes are 
intriguing and 

compelling. 
 
 

 
Grammar and 
Punctuation 

 
 
 

10 Points 
 
 

 
Essay has 

multiple or 
egregious errors 

in spelling, 
punctuation, or 

grammar. 
 

Serious errors in 
citation 

 
Essay has 
errors in 
spelling, 

punctuation, 
or grammar. 

 
Serious errors 

in citation 

 
Essay has errors 

in spelling, 
punctuation, or 

grammar. 
 
 

Errors in 
citation 

 
Slight errors in 

spelling, 
punctuation, or 

grammar. 
 

Citation mostly 
correct 

 
  

 
Error-free 

 
Citations are 
correct and 
complete. 
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Rubric for Visual Aspect of Summer Project 
 

Requirement Unacceptable Poor Fair Good Excellent 

Aesthetic 
Appeal/ 

Creativity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 Points 

 
Little or no 

attention to 
appearance or 

quality of project 
 
 

 
Poor attempt 

made to 
present 

project  in an 
aesthetic or 
appealing 
manner 

 
 

 
Effort to 

present project 
aesthetically is 

evident 
 

Interesting 
ideas or 

presentation 
 

 
Project is 

appealing and 
displays creativity. 

 
 
 

Quote selection 
and artistic 

rendering are 
smart and 

interesting. 
 

 
Project has 

overall creative 
and aesthetic 

appeal—
beautiful! 

 
Creative and 

artistic 
rendering of 
thoughtfully-
chosen quote 

 

Neatness/ 
Attention to 

Detail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 Points 

Obvious lack of 
effort seriously 
detracts from 

project quality. 
 

Project looks 
thrown 

together-did you 
start and finish 
this last night? 

Sloppiness   
diminishes 

overall quality 
of project. 

 
Lack of effort 
is apparent.  

The project is 
more or less 
presentable. 

 
Effort is 

apparent; 
minimal 

examples of 
sloppiness. 

The project looks 
neat and 

presentable. 
 

Clear attention to 
important factors. 

 
Thoughtful quote 

selection. 

Attention to 
both large and 

small scale 
aspects of 

presentation is 
obvious. 

 
Excellent 

presentation.  

 
 


