English 9 | Krieger | Paragraph Assignment

Choose a specific literary element (ex. theme or characterization) or a literary technique (ex.
symbolism, irony, or figurative language) from the passage below, and in a well-developed
paragraph, show how Alexie uses that element or technique to develop the passage.

THIS BOok BELONGS To AGNES ADAMS'

Okay, now you're probably asking yourself, “Who is Agnes
Adams?” -

Well, let me tell you. Agnes Adams is my mother. MY
MOTHER! And Adams is her maiden name.

So that means my mother was born an Adams and she was
still an Adams when she wrote her name in that book. And she
was thirty when she gave birth to me. Yep, so that means I was
staring at a geometry book that was at least thirty years older
than I was,

I couldn’t believe it

How horrible is that?

My school and my tribe are so poor and sad that we have
to study from the same dang books our parents studied from.
That is absolutely the saddest thing in the world.

And let me tell you, that old, old, old, decrepit geometry
book hit my heart with the force of a nuclear bomb. My hopes
and dreams floated up in a mushroom cloud. What do you do
when the world has declared nuclear war on you?




